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Global Conventions / Treaties That Cover Alien Species 

International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) adopted in 1951, amended in 1987 and the 
new version came into force 2005  

Organisms: Pests of plants or plant products: "any form of plant or animal life, or any pathogenic 
agent, injurious or potentially injurious to plants or plant products." 

Quarantine pests involved with international trade: "pest of potential national economic 
importance to the country endangered thereby and not yet present there, or present but not 
widely distributed and being actively controlled."  

Pathways: "Storage places, conveyances, containers and any other object or material capable 
of harbouring or spreading plant pests, especially where international transportation is involved." 
Packing material or matter of any kind accompanying plant products, Storage places, 
Transportation facilities.  

Relevance: Applies primarily to quarantine pests in international trade. Creates an international 
regime to prevent spread and introduction of plant and plant product pests premised on 
exchange of Phytosanitary certificates between importing and exporting countries' national plant 
protection offices. Parties have national plant protection organizations established according to 
the Convention with authority in relation to quarantine control, risk analysis and other measures 
required to prevent the establishment and spread of all invasive alien species that, directly or 
indirectly, are pests of plants. Parties agree to co-operate on information exchange and on the 
development of International Standards for Physosanitary Measures, which include agreements 
on definitions (terminology), and ways of working (procedures). Supplementary agreements on 
regions, pests, plants or plant products, and methods of international transport. Regional 
agreements exist for Europe and the Mediterranean region; the Asia-Pacific region, and the 
Near East.  

Biosafety Protocol (Protocol to the CBD) adopted in 2000 and came into force in 2003  

Organisms: Living modified organisms intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing, 
treated separately.  

Pathways: Importation, Transport and packaging.  

Relevance: Article 4: "This Protocol shall apply to the transboundary movement, transit, 
handling and use of all living modified organisms that may have adverse effects on the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity".  

Article 17.1: "Each Party shall take appropriate measures to notify affected or potentially 
affected States, the Biosafety Clearing-House and, where appropriate, relevant international 
organizations, when it knows of an occurrence under its jurisdiction resulting in a release that 
leads, or may lead, to an unintentional transboundary movement of a living modified organism". 
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Article 18.1: "Each Party shall take necessary measures to require that living modified 
organisms that are subject to intentional transboundary movement within the scope of this 
Protocol are handled, packages and transported under conditions of safety". 

UNEP International Technical Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnology- guidelines used as interim 
mechanism during the development of the Biosafety Protocol and now used for the purpose of 
"facilitating the development of national capacities to assess and manage risks, establish 
adequate information systems and develop expert human resources".  

Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) 
adopted in 1994 and came into force in 1995 Organisms: Pests, diseases, disease-carrying 
organisms, or disease-causing organisms. 

Pathways: Importation.  

Relevance: A supplementary agreement to the World Trade Organization Agreement. Provides 
a uniform interpretation of the measures governing safety and plant and animal health 
regulations. Applicable to all sanitary and Phytosanitary measures, directly or indirectly affecting 
international trade. Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures are defined as any measure applied 
a) to protect animal or plant life or health within (a Members' Territory) from entry, establishment 
or spread of pests, diseases, disease carrying organisms; e) to prevent or limit other damage 
within the (Members Territory) from the entry, establishment or spread of pests (annex A). 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted in 1992 and came into force in 1993  

Organisms: Modified organisms and alien invasive species which threaten "ecosystems, 
habitats or species".  

Pathways: Unintentional and intentional introductions. 

Relevance: Article 8 (h): Contracting Party, as far as possible and as appropriate to "prevent the 
introduction of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or 
species. Article 8 (g): Parties to establish or maintain means to regulate, manage or control the 
risks associated with the use and release of living modified organisms resulting from 
biotechnology which are likely to have adverse environmental impacts that could affect the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account the risks to 
human health. 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) adopted in 1973 and came 
into force in 1975 (www.fws.gov/international/laws/citestxt.html).  

Organisms: Species of flora and fauna that are threatened or endangered in exporting countries 
(Appendices I, II and III).  

Pathways: Intentional introductions through trade: export, re-export, import and introduction 
from the sea. 
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Relevance: Represents alternate model for regulating invasive species not already covered by 
the IPPC or other agreements. Convention intended to prevent harm in exporting country; 
however, can be applied when species is endangered in exporting country and considered an 
invasive in importing country. Regulates only intentional movements. 

Agreement concerning Cooperation in the Quarantine of Plants and their Protection against 
Pests and Diseases adopted in 1959 and came into force in 1960.   

Organisms: Plant pests and diseases (in Annex - List of the Principal Quarantinable Pests, 
Diseases and Noxious Weeds. 

Pathways: Unintentional and intentional introductions, Imports, Packing material (leaves, hay 
specifically). 

Relevance: Article VI: Parties undertake to apply measures to prevent the introduction from one 
country into another, in exported consignments of goods or by any other means, of 
quarantinable plant pests and diseases and weeds specified in lists to be drawn up by 
agreement between the parties concerned. 

Codes of Conduct / Guidelines Pertaining to Invasive Species.  

Alien Species: Guiding Principles for the Prevention, Introduction and Mitigation of Impacts, 
2000 (http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-05/official/sbstta-05-05-en.pdf).  

Organisms: Non-indigenous plant and animal species. 

Pathways: Unintentional and intentional introductions, Import, Ballast water. 

Relevance: 15 Guiding Principles pertaining to invasive species - Precautionary approach, 
Three-stage hierarchical approach, Ecosystem approach, State Responsibility, Research and 
Monitoring, Education and Public Awareness, Border Control and Quarantine Measures, 
Exchange of Information, Cooperation and Capacity-building, Intentional Introduction, 
Unintentional Introductions, Mitigation of Impacts, Eradication, Containment, and Control. 

FAO Code of Conduct for the Import and Release of Exotic Biological Control Agents,  1995 
(http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/docrep/x5585E/x5585e0i.htm). 

Organisms: Biological control agents. 

Pathways: Unintentional and intentional introductions. 

Relevance: The code is meant to: 

- encourage responsible and generally accepted trade practices, 
- assist countries to design regulations to control the suitability and quality of imported 

exotic biological control agents and to address the safe handling, assessment and use of 
such products, 

-  
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- promote the safe use of biological control agents for the improvement of agriculture, and 
human, animal and plant health, 

- allow all those involved in the import or release of exotic biological control agents to 
determine if, in the context of the International Plant Protection Convention and other 
relevant conventions and legislation, their proposed actions and the actions of others 
constitute acceptable practices. 

FAO International Code of Conduct for Plant Germplasm Collecting and Transfer, 1993 
(http://www.fao.org/ag/agp/agps/pgr/icc/icce.htm). 

Organisms: Plant germplasm. 

Pathways: Intentional introduction. 

IUCN Guidelines for the Prevention of Biodiversity Loss Caused by Alien Invasive Species, 
2000 (http://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/pubs/policy/invasivesEng.htm). 

Organisms: Non-indigenous plant and animal species that threaten biodiversity. 

Pathways: Unintentional and intentional introductions, Trade, Tourism, Ballast water 

Relevance: Guidelines to give effect to Article 8 (h) of the Convention on Biological Diversity: 
"Prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien species which threaten 
ecosystems, habitats or species." Meant to increase awareness and understanding of the 
impact of alien species. Provides guidelines for: prevention, eradication, control and 
reintroduction. 

UNEP International Technical Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnology, 1995 
(http://www.biosafetyprotocol.be/UNEPGuid/Contents.html). 

Organisms: Living modified organisms. 

Pathways: Intentional introduction. 

Relevance: Used as interim mechanism during the development of the Biosafety Protocol; now 
used for "purposes of facilitating the development of national capacities to assess and manage 
risks, establish adequate information systems and develop expert human resources in 
biotechnology." 

Paragraph 26: "there is a need for the exchange and supply of scientific information in cases 
where organisms with novel traits are intended to be released into new environments and when 
transfer of such organisms is being considered". 
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Paragraph 42: "The potentially affected country should be given notice of the intended use and 
the opportunity to state whether particular measures will be needed to protect its interests, in 
particular its biodiversity; (and) should be informed immediately in the event of an adverse effect 
of the use of a organism with novel traits which could affect it". 

Annex 3: potentially relevant information for introduction. 

  

 

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


