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PRESS RELEASE 

Position papers adopted and new leaders elected at ISF World Seed Congress 

 

At the 69th International Seed Federation (ISF) World Seed Congress in Brisbane, Australia the 

General Assembly adopted eight position papers that will support the delivery of the Federation’s 

strategic objectives. 

 

The positions will provide ISF members with a clear stance on the key industry issues, including the 

movement of seed, plant breeding innovation, illegal seed practices and seed choice for farmers. 

In coordination with seed associations worldwide, ISF members will continue to play a key role in 

driving the issues at a national level by engaging with partners across the value chain. 

 

The General Assembly elected Eduard Fito (Spain) President, and Donald Coles (Australia) Vice 

President, and voted in new members of the Executive Committee and the Board of Directors. 

 

In his acceptance speech, Mr Fito said he would continue to strengthen the two pillars of ISF’s 

mission – movement of seed and innovation – and take the Federation into the next decade in 

pursuit of the ISF vision: “A world where quality seed is accessible to all”. 

 

“I plan to listen to and learn from ISF members to be the best leader I can be,” said Mr Fito, 

thanking the General Assembly for the opportunity to lead ISF.  “Just as I learned from my 

predecessor Jean-Christophe Gouache on the ISF 2020 project which renewed ISF’s vision, mission 

and strategic objectives.” 

 

In his final speech as ISF President, Mr Gouache (France), said: “I am confident that ISF will 

continue to be a driving force for the seed sector to deliver the full potential of genetics to 

farmers through quality seed to meet the challenges of a changing world.” 

 

Messrs Fito, Coles and Gouache will continue to oversee the implementation of the Federation’s 

five-year Strategic Plan with new Executive Committee members Marc Cool (USA), who replaces 

Usha Zehr as Chair of Breeders Committee, and Christophe Betschart (Switzerland), who replaces 

Vincent Vuille as Treasurer. 

mailto:info@worldseed.org


 

 

    

  

Chemin du reposoir 7 I 1260 Nyon I Switzerland      +41 22 365 44 20       +41 22 365 44 21     info@worldseed.org      www.worldseed.org 

Brisbane, Australia 

6 June 2016 

 

You can read more about the Executive Committee members on the ISF website under ‘ISF Structure’: 

http://www.worldseed.org/about/isf-structure/executive-committee/ 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

JENNIFER CLOWES 

Communications Manager, ISF 

 

+41 22 365 4420 

 j.clowes@worldseed.org 
 

About ISF 

ISF is the voice of the global seed industry. It has represented the interests of 

its members since 1924, and represents 96% of the international seed trade 

today. With a global reach extending to members around the world, and official 

observer status in intergovernmental and international organizations, ISF is 

uniquely positioned to assist in the development of government policy and 

business strategy.  
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