
26 | SEEDnews Magazine Year XXIII - #4 - 2019

Focusing on sustainability, the 

world around the seed business met in 

France for the ISF annual congress in 

early June. Through the motto “Seed 

is life”, the event attracted more than 

1,700 participants to the city of Nice 

to foster and facilitate negotiations 

between public and private companies 

interested in importing and exporting 

a wide range of plant materials, ran-

ging from large crops to forage, legu-

me and ornamental species.

In addition, discussion panels 

were designed to address issues related 

to Plant Protection, Seed Technology, 

Plant Regulation and Seed enhance-

ment (including innovation, sustai-

nability and intellectual property) 

committees. Sections of discussion on 

international trade in forage species, 

legumes, ornamental and large crops 

were also conducted during the event.

During his opening speech, 

ISF President Eduardo Fitó empha-

sized the great challenge of the seed 

sector in continuing the development 

of cultivars in a sustainable way in 

order to absorb the significant world 

demand of 60% more food, which 

will need to address approximately 

9.8 billion people in 2050. According 

to Michael Keller, ISF General Secre-

tary, the seed chain has a crucial role 

to play in helping to achieve zero UN 

hunger targets (program launched 

in 2015), as there is no sustainabili-

ty without well-established markets, 

mainly the seed one which forms the 

basis of any agricultural environ-

ment. For this reason, illegal practi-

ces involving the seed trade need to 

be increasingly inhibited by the go-

vernments and responsible entities of 

each country.

In addressing sustainability 

within plant breeding of the mo-

dern era, Michael Gumina, global 

CEO of RiceTec, mentioned that 

the average temperature of various 

locations on the planet may be 1ºC 

to 2.5ºC higher by 2030, where 

manpower efficiency tends to be 

less efficient, requiring improved 

mechanization and plant breeding 

to successfully anticipate rapid 

climate change and its consequent 

production challenges.

“With higher levels of CO
2 

present in the atmosphere, plant pro-

ductivity suffers from serious risks 

because CO
2
 competes with N within 

the plant’s absorption routes, produ-

cing less vitamins and proteins. This 

is a clear example of the challenges 

facing agriculture in the future”,Gu-

mina said.

ISF Congress: seed is life
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Advances in the productive ca-

pacity of crops depend significantly 

on improved breeding techniques, as 

water and mineral resources for plant 

nutrition are increasingly scarce in the 

world. Unfortunately, however, advan-

ces in the regulatory base do not pro-

gress at the same speed as science. The 

regulation of genetically modified orga-

nisms (GMOs), which was established 

more than 18 years ago in many of the 

major producing countries, was based 

on knowledge from the 1980s and has 

remained virtually unchanged to this 

day, particularly in Europe. Various ad-

vances and the emergence of innovative 

techniques in biotechnology, harms the 

commercial environment around the 

world with its current, overly conserva-

tive regulatory approach.

As discussed by members of 

the breeding committee, the countries 

of Africa, for example, need a rapid 

modernization of their market, as well 

as technologies for the agricultural 

production system, which have been 

strongly criticized by farmers in many 

regions of the continent, but faced 

significant obstacles due to the high 

complexity of the regulatory aspect.

The latest global advances in in-

tellectual property, represented during 

the event by the phrase “illegal prac-

tices can hurt us all!”, has shown that 

many countries allow the occasional 

commercialization of subsistence-le-

vel farmers, which does not affect the 

chain and has no potential to harm the 

breeder. However, according to Anto-

nio Villarroel, the greatest difficulty is 

to establish a consensus among the di-

fferent countries on what are the com-

mon characteristics of a subsistence 

farmer and occasional trade.

In this way, the Oxford Pla-

tinum entities proposed a flowchart 

demonstrating that, if the traded seed 

is registered, and used for purposes 

other than own consumption, and 

sold to third parties without a trade-

mark and certification; the current 

practice should be considered as ille-

gal marketing.

ePhyto
In order to follow the digital 

evolution and its opportunities wi-

thin the agribusiness, the “Commis-

sion of Phytosanitary Measures” cre-

ated the “ePhyto” system, which aims 

to facilitate the issuance, control and 

electronic sending of phytosanitary 

certificates around the world.

As a project with simple im-

plementation, harmonized rules for 

participation and low implementa-

tion costs (less than US $ 1 million 

per country), the system already co-

vers 3 types of agricultural products: 

plants (IPPC), food security (Codex) 

and animals (OIE).

Also, the proposal of the inter-

national associations is only to offer 

an alternative to improve the exchan-

ge of phytosanitary certificates, being 
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the participation optional to each cou-

ntry interested in importing and ex-

porting in a safe and reliable way.

In addition, due to the availabi-

lity of the international hub, access to 

information becomes instantaneous, ef-

ficient and of very low operational cost.

Some of its direct benefits are:

- globally harmonized approa-

ch for electronic phytosanitary certi-

fication (ePhyto);

- reduction of fraudulent cer-

tificates;

- greater efficiency in the ar-

rival and release of plants and plant 

products;

- reduction of delays in the re-

ceipt of replacement phytosanitary 

certificates (when necessary);

- reduction of bilateral agree-

ments required for direct transfer of 

NPPOs;

- Use of harmonized interna-

tional e-business standards between 

governments (UN / CEFACT).

The system already has coun-

tries from all continents and is planned 

for full implementation in July 2019.

In this system, the proposal is 

that companies be certified to produ-

ce seeds according to previously esta-

blished safety rules and, thus, move 

the seeds between the member coun-

tries of the system with greater agility.

Again, this is an open propo-

sal for voluntary participation, that 

is, an alternative to current systems.

Negotiations
During the three days of the 

event, participants from all over the 

world organized to negotiate produc-

tion, import and export seeds at more 

than 200 tables previously reserved 

for the participants.

The participants of the event 

could be divided into those who go 

to carry out business and those that 

participate in technical meetings of 

the various committees of ISF, being 

the most concurred those of plant 

breeding and field crops. Those who 

go to business are in greater number, 

estimating in more than 80% of the 

total, where each one schedules me-

eting in advance with the possible 

partner, being normal to have more 

than 20 meetings during the three 

days of the event.

Taking into consideration the 
greatness of the global seed business, 
among the diverse range of species 
of interest and the need to hire seed 
production in special locations, it is 
estimated that more than $ 3 billion 
are contracted during the event.

For the entrepreneur or com-
pany that relies on seed production 
at special locations or needs to ra-
pidly advance generations of seed 
multiplication, as well as those de-
pendent on seed import and export, 
the ISF annual congress is the most 
appropriate place to be present.

South Africa 2020

The next ISF congress is 
planned to take place in Cape 

Town (South Africa) in 2020 
and is a great opportunity to 
get a closer look at the seed 

business in Africa.


