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Topics of the presentation
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• Background on the Regulated pest list initiative

• Goals

• Why the need of a new database?

• What’s new? 

• Pest categories

• Pest classification statement

• Risk mitigation statement

• Navigating through the new RPLI database



Background on the Regulated pest list initiative
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• Initiated in 2007 

• Database of information on regulated pests of internationally traded seed 
species

• Based on a thorough scientific assessment to determine if seed is a pathway for 
the entry and spread of pests that are regulated

• Based on the knowledge and experience of the seed industry in managing the 
risk

• Currently contains 16 crop specific lists

• Publicly available: https://worldseed.org/our-work/phytosanitary-
matters/pest-list/ 

https://worldseed.org/our-work/phytosanitary-matters/pest-list/
https://worldseed.org/our-work/phytosanitary-matters/pest-list/


Goals of the Regulated pest list initiative
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• To provide science-based information on crop-pest associations that pose a risk to 
seed health

• To support scientifically phytosanitary requirements 

• To promote harmonization of national phytosanitary regulations

 => for the safe movement of seed worldwide



Why the need of a new RPLI database ?
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• Based on feedback received from a survey conducted among members (2021)

• Format / Layout (to increase visibility of the information)

• Not user friendly

• Provider of the current database closed in December 2023



Why the need of a new RPLI database ?
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• Key changes

• Layout

• Number, order and titles of sections

• Renaming of sections

• New sections



What’s new? Pest categories
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• Why revisiting the pest categories ?

• Old pest categories are no longer fit for purpose

• “Pathway not proven” category as it was, is considered irrelevant during 
engagement with NPPOs

• Harmonization with other pest lists (e.g., ASTA)



What’s new? Pest categories
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Category Meaning

Yes Seed is a known pathway for the pest on the crop species

No
Seed is not known to be or known to not be a pathway for the pest on 
the crop species

Uncertain
Seed as a pathway for the pest on the crop species is not certain 
because the evidence is limited, doubtful, or conflicting

Not a host
No references found indicate that the crop is a natural host for the 
pest

Not applicable 
An assessment could not be conducted since not all species within a 
genus/family share identical transmission characteristics.



What’s new? Pest classification statements

9

• Why revisiting the pest classification statements?

• In response to the results of a survey carried out among members

• To better support scientifically phytosanitary requirements 

• Changes

• Stronger statement based on scientific literature

• State facts / data

• References cited at the end of each sentence

• Standardized sentences

Example: Pea pest list (uploaded Sept 2023)



What’s new? Risk mitigation statements
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• Why revisiting the risk mitigation information?

• To address activities from the seed sector during seed production

• To support initiatives such as Systems Approach, which emphasizes on 
activities during seed production

• Changes

• To broaden the content of the information provided 

• To move the risk mitigation information before the detection 
information

Example: Pea pest list (uploaded Sept 2023)



What’s new? Risk mitigation statements
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Current information Revised information

Can the pest be managed by 
seed treatment(s)?

If yes, what type(s)?

Include current processes applied by the seed industry, for examples:
- Seed treatments
- Seed cleaning 
- Field inspection
- Resistant varieties

Pest management strategies should:
- only be cited in the risk mitigation section
- not provide any recommendations 
- not cite any names of products or active ingredients of treatments
- be based on the standard ISPM 38 – Movement of seeds 

Example: Pea pest list (uploaded Sept 2023)



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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https://worldseed.org/

https://worldseed.org/


• How to access the database?

• 2 ways to access the database from the ISF webpage https://worldseed.org/

• Direct link to the database : https://isfpestlist.worldseed.org/

Navigating through the new RPLI database
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Our Work > Phytosanitary Matters > ISF Regulated Pest List Resources > ISF Regulated Pest List

https://worldseed.org/
https://isfpestlist.worldseed.org/


Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• How to access the database?

• Land on the Regulated pest list initiative webpage that contains information

• Assessment process

• List of crop specific pest lists with the publication date

• Feedback section

• Click on the Go to the database button



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Front page of the database

Short introduction

Feedback 
Click on word “here” or on 
three dots

Taxonomy 
Internationally recognized 
institutions



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Searching the database

Start typing the name of 

- Pest : scientific name or 

             synonyms

or

- Crop : scientific name or

              common name



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Searching by crop name

Crop information 

Pests regulated on the crop

- Alphabetical order

- Scroll down to view the list



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Searching by crop name > selecting a pest > filtering by pest categories

Filter 

Click and select

one or more

- Pest type

and / or

- Pest categories



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Searching by crop name > selecting a pest

Click on

- Pest name

or

- Eye icon



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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Window to 
navigate through 
the searched data

Pest information

Pest – crop information

- Pest classification

- Pest management

- Pest detection

- References 

Crop information 



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Searching by pest name > select crop

Crops on which the pest is regulated on

- Alphabetical order

- Scroll down to view them all

Pest information



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Searching by pest name > select crop

Filter 
Click and select

Click on

- Crop name

or

- Eye icon



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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Pest information
Window to 
navigate through 
the searched data

Crop information 

Pest – crop information

- Pest classification

- Pest management

- Pest detection

- References 



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Exporting data & Feedback

Exporting data 

- Click on any three dots

- Select “Export (pdf)”

Feedback

- Click on any three dots and select 
“Feedback”

or

- Click on “Feedback? Contact us.”



Navigating through the new RPLI database
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• Report

• Information searched

• Date of download

• Disclaimer
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